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Report of Interest to Sardine Canners 


In the Journal of the American Chemical Society for Au- 
gust 5th there appeared an article by Dr. L. H. Almy of the 
United States Bureau of Chemistry entitled “The Role of the 
Proteolytic Enzymes in the Decomposition of the Herring.” 


This article is an important scientific contribution, con- 
cerning the cause of the trouble which sardine canners encounter 
when fish are running “feedy”. The work of previous investi- 
gators generally has indicated that the breaking down of the 
tissues of such fish was due largely to bacterial action. Dr. 
Almy’s work, however, indicates that it is due very largely to 
reaction of the natural digestive ferment, trypsin, which is 
naturally present in the lower alimentary tract of the herring 
and is particularly abundant there when the fish are full of feed. 
This ferment has no action on the stomach or belly walls of the 
fish as long as it is living, but immediately after death the fer- 
ment begins to attack the body tissues, weakening or breaking 
them down. This action may finally result in a complete slough- 
ing off of the belly walls of the fish. Even if the action does 
not go as far as that, the tissues are so softened that, when the 
fish are put through the cooking process, they are any broken 
by the expansion of air or gas within the fish. 

The Association has secured from Dr. Almy a nie of 
reprints of this article and will be glad to supply any of our 
members with a copy upon request, as long as they are available. 
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-, Government Policy in Food Law Enforcement 


That the present policy of the United States Department 
of Agriculture in the enforcement of the Food and Drugs Act 
is to-be constructive and helpful to honest food manufacturers 
as far as compatible with the welfare of the consuming public 
is indicated by the following extracts from an address delivered 
by Renick W. Dunlap, Assistant Secretary of Agriculture, before 
the American Grocery Specialty Manufacturers Association, at 
Providence, R. I.: 


““The Federal Food and’ Drugs Act is administered on the 
theory that more is to be accomplished by acting in an advisory 
capacity under such conditions as will insure legal products 
than by accumulating a record of successful prosecutions with 
attending fines. In this belief the Bureau of Chemistry is 
always: willing to advise'a manufacturer coming to it with an 
honest desire to comply with the act as to the conditions which 
he should observe in marketing a fully legal product. It is be- 
lieved that more effective. compliance with the law may be ob- 
tained by showing reputable manufacturers how to bring their 
products into conformity with its terms than by imposing fines 
or “effecting seizures and confiscations after the violation has 
been committed. Its policy; therefore, is to pursue educational 
methods as a preliminary to legal action where this can be done 
without jeopardizing the public interest or legitimate competi- 
tive conditions.” 

-“T foresee the time when the main duty of the food and 
drug inspector will cease to be that of policeman and will become 
rather that of instructor and specialist in the manufacture of 
pure and unadulterated foods and drugs, willing to cooperate 
with every manufacturer who desires to conform with the law 
by placing at his disposal the accumulated information based 
upon years of experience which the Bureau of Chemistry in its 
enforcement work has been able to acquire.” 


‘Secretary Dunlap in the course of his address calls attention 
to cértain pending legislation to amend the food law and points 
out the Department's opposition to such amendment on the 
ground that it would greatly weaken the Department’s efforts to 
enforte the law. ve 


‘The importance of. quality for food products is emphasized 
in the following language: 


“One of the achievements which has facilitated the en- 
forcement of the food law has been the formulation of and per- 
fection of standards which are used in establishing the identity 
of food products. No intelligent person questions the necessity 
for standard units of measure. The chaos which would instantly 
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result should all standards be abolished is inconceivable to even 
the most fanciful mind. Without unit measures of length, of 
volume, of time, and of money human intercourse would almost 
instantly cease. The need for measures of character and quality 
which fix identity, while no less real, is not always so well recog- 
nized nor so generally appreciated.” 

“One of the difficulties now experienced by certain food in- 
dustries is due to a failure to fully appreciate the necessity for 
standards of quality as well as for standards of identity. I am 
sometimes led to believe that food manufacturers do not always 
realize the responsibilities which they have assumed in taki 
away from the home and the kitchen so much in the way of f 
preparation, and placing their products in closed containers 
where the standard adopted or the good name and honesty of the 
manufacturer is substituted for the intelligent discrimination ot 
the American housewife, in her own home and kitchen, in the 
preparation of the family food upon the energy and nutritional 
value of which depend the health and happiness of the family, 
the State and the Nation.” 


Imports of Tomatoes and Tomato Paste 


Imports of canned tomatoes in August totaled 1,236,209 
pounds valued at $50,694 and of tomato paste 1,218,724 pounds 
valued at $109,205. All of these came from Italy except 200 
pounds of canned tomatoes and 55 pounds of tomato paste. 


During the seven months ending with August, imports of 
canned tomatoes amounted to 33,763,597 pounds valued at $1,- 
696,274. During the same period tomato paste imports totaled 
11,396,395 pounds valued at $961,257. 

During the entire year 1925 the imports of canned tomatoes 
and tomato paste were as follows: tomatoes 88,999,225 pounds 
valued at $4,172,755; tomato paste 20,604,156 pounds valued at 
$1,844,539. 


Japanese Beetle Quarantine Extended 


The Japanese beetle quarantine, which formerly included 
only New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Delaware, has been revised 
to apply also to New York and Connecticut, it is announced 
by the Federal Horticultural Board, United States Department 
of Agriculture. Under the provisions therefor as stated in this, 
the fifth revision, it is expected that the restrictions will be 
limited to the infected areas in the quarantine States. The new 
measures become effective October 11, 1926, and supersede the 
rules and regulations promulgated April 26, 1926. 
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(Car Loadings 


During the week ended September 25, loadings pf revenue 
freight declined only 4,071 cars from the preceding week when 
loadings totaled 1,187,011 cars, the largest number loaded during 
any one week on record. From January ist to September 
25th, the loadings have totaled 39,251,889 cars. 


Bordeaux Pea Pack 


The pack of peas in the Bordeaux district of France in 1926 
was about an average in quantity, and the quality is reported as 
very good. There was a large proportion of the grades “extra 
fins” and “tres fine’ and a relatively small proportion of large 
peas. Consequently, prices are higher than usual. A large part 
of the pack has been sold, chiefly to the French market. 


Sardine Shipments to United States 


Exports of brisling sardines from the Stavanger district in 
Norway to the United States from July 1 to August 31 this 
year amounted to 13,065,886 pounds valued at $1,661,863. 

Exports of canned sardines from Portugal to the United 
States in August were valued at $170,440, which is approxi- 
mately $101,000 more than the shipment during July. 


Misleading Advertisements, Brands and Labels 


The Federal Trade Commission is releasing for publication 
from time to time statements of rulings where the practice 
complained of and found to be unlawful has been discontinued by 
stipulation and without the formal issuance of complaint. 

One of these statements, Stipulation No. 24, involves the 
complaint that a manufacturer of soy bean and wheat products 
was using on its letterheads the words “Importers and Manu- 
facturers” and on the containers the words “Sanuki, Japan”, 
when in fact the firm did not import the manufactured product 
and did not own or operate a factory in Japan, though the manu- 
facturer of the product in question. 

The Commission took no further action against the company 
complained of on the assurance that it would discontinue the 
use of such misleading statements. 


